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On Oct. 25, unidentified medical sources and family members of Christian Democrat Party
presidential candidate, Alfonso Cabrera, were cited by the Agence France Presse as saying that
Cabrera will drop out of the Nov. 11 race, due to a pancreatic infection. Cabrera was rushed to the
Cedros de Libano hospital in downtown Guatemala City on the evening of Oct. 24. Government
spokesperson Claudia Arenas told reporters that Cabrera's family members and followers feared
for his life. This was the reason, she said, that President Vinicio Cerezo cancelled an official visit
to Honduras scheduled for Thursday. Recent voter preference polls indicated that Cabrera was in
fourth place, after Jorge Carpio, Alvaro Arzu and Jorge Serrano, in that order. Meanwhile, according
to the Agence France Presse, rumors of "discontent" among army officers continued to circulate.
The officers were upset over an appeals court decision to prohibit Efrain Rios Montt from running
in the Nov. 11 election. (See CAU 10/19/90.) President Cerezo met with several senior officers at
army headquarters on Oct. 23 in an attempt to "explain" the court's decision. AFP reported that the
officers were not convinced. One officer, who requested anonymity, said the president had "made
fun" of them, after arriving two hours late at the scheduled meeting. Cerezo also laughed when he
said only five serious contenders remain in the presidential race, in the aftermath of Rios Montt's
disqualification. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 10/23/90; AFP, 10/24/90, 10/25/90)
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